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ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  30-1:  MODULE  7 
SECTION  3 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  4 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  85  marks  out  of  the  total  145  marks  for  the  assignments  in 
Module  7.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 

You  are  encouraged  to  use  a computer  and  word-processing  application  for  many  of  these 
questions.  If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully 
proofread.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page. 
Alternatively,  you  may  be  able  to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments 
by  e-mail. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 


Section  3 Assignment:  Texts  and  You — Reflecting  and  Making 
Connections 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  responses  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  a.  The  photograph  shown  here  seems  to  suggest  something  important  about  relations 

between  human  beings.  Choose  a work  of  literature  you’ve  encountered  in  this  course 
that  deals  with  a topic  similar  to  that  in  the  photo;  then  write  a short  composition 
comparing  the  messages  in  the  two  texts.  Use  specific  details  from  each  text  to  support 
your  view. 
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Excellent 

5 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  insightful,  carefully  considered, 
and  confident.  Support  is  apt  and 
thoughtfully  selected. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  engaging,  and 
the  tone  is  effective.  Stylistic  choices 
are  precise  and  effective.  The 
unifying  effect  and  development  are 
skilfully  sustained  and  fluent. 

Proficient 

4 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  thoughtful  or  considered. 

Support  is  relevant,  purposeful,  or 
thorough. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  distinct,  and 
the  tone  is  well  considered.  Stylistic 
choices  are  specific.  The  unifying 
effect  and  development  are 
coherently  sustained  and  generally 
fluent. 

Satisfactory 

3 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  appropriate.  Support  is 
straightforward  and  generally 
focused. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  matter-of-fact 
and  the  tone  is  appropriate.  Stylistic 
choices  are  adequate.  The  unifying 
effect  and  development  are  clear, 
conventional,  and  maintained 
generally,  but  coherence  may  falter. 

Limited 

2 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  incomplete,  superficial,  or 
unaware.  Support  is  inappropriate 
and/or  repetitive. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  ineffective  and 
the  tone  is  inappropriate.  Stylistic 
choices  are  inappropriate  and/or 
imprecise.  The  unifying  effect  and 
development  are  unclear  and/or 
ineffective,  and  coherence  falters. 

// 

Poor 

1 

Attempts  to  express  perceptions 
and/or  ideas  are  only  marginally 
relevant,  are  confused,  or  are 
underdeveloped.  Support  is  lacking 
and/or  random. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  confused  and 
there  is  no  discernible  attempt  to 
address  the  intended  audience. 
Stylistic  choices  impede 
communication.  The  unifying  effect 
and  development  are  absent, 
irrelevant,  frequently  unclear, 
and/or  not  fluent. 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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b. 


In  the  chart  provided  here,  assess  your  own  response  to  question  1 . a.  Assign  yourself  a 
mark  for  each  category  (for  a possible  total  of  10).  Then,  in  the  space  provided  after  the 
chart,  explain  your  grading.  Be  sure  to  make  specific  references  to  both  the  descriptors  in 
the  marking  guide  and  your  own  response. 


vi mi oji i Il»j 

ideas  and  impressions  , f ^ 

Presentadon"^ 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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2. 


In  Lesson  2 of  this  section,  you  put  together  a portfolio  of  what  you  consider  to  be  the  best 
writing  you’ve  done  while  taking  this  English  Language  Arts  30-1  course.  Your  assignment 
now  is  to  submit  your  portfolio  for  grading.  You  were  told  in  your  Student  Module  Booklet 
that  you  won’t  be  marked  on  each  piece  individually;  rather,  you’ll  receive  an  overall 
assessment  of  your  portfolio  as  a unit. 


As  you  prepare  your  portfolio  for  submission,  bear  the  following  points  in  mind: 

• Your  portfolio  should  contain  at  least  seven  pieces  reflecting  a variety  of  purposes  and 
styles. 

• Most  of  the  pieces  should  have  been  written  in  response  to  Writing  Folder  suggestions. 

• At  least  half  of  your  portfolio  should  consist  of  pieces  you’ve  never  before  submitted 
for  assessment.  Any  pieces  that  have  been  submitted  previously  should  have  been 
revised  and  edited  to  reflect  your  teacher’s  suggestions. 

• At  least  one  piece  must  have  been  previously  submitted.  It  must  have  since  that  time 
been  revised  and  edited. 

• Don’t  submit  first-draft  material.  Your  portfolio  should  consist  of  selections  that  have 
been  revised,  edited,  and  proofread.  They  should  be  neatly  presented. 

• Before  each  piece,  write  a brief  note  clearly  identifying  the  Writing  Folder  suggestion 
to  which  it  is  a response.  If  a selection  wasn’t  originally  a Writing  Folder  piece,  explain 
what  other  question  or  assignment  it  was  written  for. 

• For  this  assignment,  submit  your  work  on  your  own  paper.  If  possible,  do  the  work  on  a 
computer;  if  you’re  writing  your  polished  copies  by  hand,  use  standard-size  looseleaf 
paper.  Attach  the  pages,  clearly  and  fully  labelled,  securely  to  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• Be  sure  to  write  your  name  on  each  page.  As  well,  number  each  selection. 

Though  your  portfolio  will  be  graded  as  a whole,  your  teacher  will  be  largely  guided  by 
the  standards  presented  in  the  Writing  Folder  Assessment  Criteria  presented  on  page  27 
of  Module  1. 


English  Language  Arts  30-1:  Module  7 


8 


Assignment  Booklet  7B 


3.  a.  Select  four  pieces  within  your  portfolio.  Then,  referring  to  your  selections  by  the 

numbers  you’ve  assigned  them,  explain  in  a sentence  or  two  each  why  you  included 
them  in  your  portfolio. 
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b.  Identify  your  favourite  piece  from  your  portfolio.  In  a few  sentences,  explain  why  it’s 
your  favourite.  Try  to  be  specific;  if  you  can,  point  to  effective  word  choices,  sentences, 
and  other  positive  features. 
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c.  Identify  one  composition  in  your  portfolio  that  you’ve  previously  submitted.  Explain  the 
choices  and  decisions  you  made  in  revising  and  editing  the  piece,  and  assess  the  impact 
of  these  changes.  Is  the  composition  stronger  now?  In  your  response,  explain  your 


reasons. 
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d.  Identify  the  principal  strengths  you  see  in  your  own  writing  as  exemplified  in  your 
portfolio.  Try  to  be  honest  and  objective;  don’t  let  modesty  interfere  with  your 
assessment.  Again,  be  specific.  Cite  examples  from  your  portfolio  that  exemplify 
your  strengths. 
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e.  Now  identify  areas  in  your  writing  that  you  think  need  improvement.  As  part  of  your 
discussion,  suggest  a few  steps  you  might  take  to  begin  the  improvement  process. 


When  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  questions, 
return  to  page  102  of  the  Module  7 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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Section  4 Assignment:  Preparing  for  Your  Final  Exams 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  responses  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  In  Lesson  2,  you  were  presented  with  a sample  Personal  Response  to  Texts  Assignment  based 
on  four  texts  suggesting  something  about  change  in  our  lives.  Go  back  to  that  assignment  in 
your  Student  Module  Booklet  (pages  127  to  130)  and  reread  it.  Then  compose  a response  to 
this  assignment,  simulating  examination  conditions  as  best  you  can.  Give  yourself  up  to  an 
hour — no  more.  Use  your  own  paper  for  planning. 


Your  response  will  be  graded  according  to  the  scoring  guide  used  for  your  first 
assignment  question  in  Section  3;  youTl  find  it  on  page  2 of  this  Assignment  Booklet. 
Remember,  this  guide  is  based  closely  on  the  one  that  will  be  used  to  assess  your 
Personal  Response  to  Texts  Assignment  on  the  Diploma  Exam. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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When  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question, 
return  to  page  1 32  of  the  Module  7 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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In  Lesson  2 (page  133),  you  were  presented  with  a sample  Critical/Analytical  Response  to 
Literary  Texts  question  arising  out  of  the  Personal  Response  to  Texts  question  that  you’ve 
already  completed.  Following  is  a critical/analytical-response  question  based  very  closely 
on  that  one.  The  only  difference  is  that  here  you  must  base  your  response  entirely  on 
The  Bean  Trees. 


Reflect  on  the  ideas  and  impressions  you  discussed  in  the  Personal  Response  to  Texts  Assignment 
concerning  the  nature  of  individuals’  responses  to  the  changeable  nature  of  life. 

Consider  how  our  response  to  the  changeable  nature  of  life  has  been  reflected  and  developed 
in  The  Bean  Trees.  Discuss  the  idea(s)  the  author  develops  about  the  impact  of  our  response 
to  the  changeable  nature  of  life. 

In  planning  and  writing,  consider  the  following  instructions: 

• As  you  develop  your  ideas,  support  them  with  appropriate,  relevant,  and  meaningful 
examples  from  The  Bean  Trees. 

• Carefully  consider  your  controlling  idea  or  how  you  will  create  a strong  unifying  effect  in 
your  response. 


Compose  a response  to  this  question,  simulating  examination  conditions  as  best  you  can. 
Give  yourself  up  to  two  hours.  Use  your  own  paper  for  planning. 


Assessment  Criteria 

Here  again,  for  the  final  time,  is  a scoring  guide  based  closely  on  the  one  that  will  be  used  to 
grade  your  Critical/Analytical  Response  to  Literature  Assignment  on  the  Diploma  Exam.  It 
will  be  used  to  assess  your  response  to  this  question.  Note  that  for  purposes  of  this  question 
each  of  the  five  categories  will  be  weighted  equally.  This  differs  somewhat  from  the 
Diploma  Exam  where  the  first  two  are  weighted  more  heavily. 
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Form  and 
t-!  Structure 

Um 

Matters 
of  Choice 

Matters  of  - 
Correctness  - 

Excellent 

5 

Ideas  are  insightful, 
demonstrating  a 
comprehension  of  subtle 
distinctions  in  the  literary 
text(s)  and  the  topic. 
Literary  interpretations 
are  perceptive  and 
illuminating. 

Support  is  explicit, 
precise,  and  deliberately 
chosen  to  reinforce  the 
student's  ideas  in  a 
deliberate  and  judicious 
way.  A strong  connection 
to  the  student’s  ideas  is 
maintained. 

An  effective  arrangement 
of  ideas  and/or  details 
contributes  to  a fluent, 
controlled,  and  shaped 
discussion  that  concludes 
skilfully.  The  unifying 
effect  and/or  controlling 
idea  is  successfully 
sustained,  integrated,  and 
coherently  presented. 

Diction  is  precise  and 
effective.  Syntactical 
structures  are  effective 
and  sometimes  polished. 
Stylistic  choices 
contribute  to  a confident 
composition  with  a 
convincing  voice. 

This  writing 

demonstrates  confidence 
in  control  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  The  relative 
absence  of  error  is 
impressive  considering 
the  complexity  of  the 
response  and  the 
circumstances. 

Proficient 

4 

Ideas  are  thoughtful, 
demonstrating  a 
well-considered 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and  the 
topic.  Literary 
interpretations  are 
revealing  and  convincing. 

Support  is  relevant, 
accurate,  and 
occasionally  deliberately 
chosen  to  reinforce  the 
student’s  ideas  in  a 
logical  and  clear  way.  A 
clear  connection  to  the 
student’s  ideas  is 
maintained. 

A considered 
arrangement  of  ideas 
and/or  details  contributes 
to  a competent,  controlled 
discussion  that  concludes 
appropriately.  The 
unifying  effect  and/or 
controlling  idea  is 
sustained  and  coherently 
presented. 

Diction  is  specific. 
Syntactical  structures 
are  generally  effective. 
Stylistic  choices 
contribute  to  a 
competent  composition 
with  a capable  voice. 

This  writing 
demonstrates 
competence  in  control 
of  correct  sentence 
constnjction,  usage, 
grammar,  and 
mechanics.  Minor  errors 
in  complex  language 
structures  are 
understandable 
considering  the 
circumstances. 

Satisfactory 

3 

Ideas  are  relevant 
and  straightfoHA/ard, 
demonstrating  a 
generalized 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and  topic. 
Literary  interpretations 
are  general  but  plausible. 

Support  is  adequate 
and  general  but 
occasionally  lacking 
in  persuasiveness  and 
consistency.  A 
straightforward  connection 
to  the  student’s  ideas  is 
maintained. 

A straightforward 
arrangement  of  ideas 
and/or  details  provides 
direction  for  the 
discussion  that  concludes 
functionally.  The  unifying 
effect  and/or  controlling 
idea  is  presented  and 
maintained  generally; 
however,  coherence  may 
falter. 

Diction  is  adequate  but 
may  be  lacking  in 
specificity.  Syntactical 
structures  are  generally 
clear  but  attempts  at 
complex  structures  may 
be  awkward.  Stylistic 
choices  contribute  to  a 
clear  composition  with  a 
matter-of-fact  voice. 

This  writing 
demonstrates  control 
of  the  basics  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  There  may 
be  occasional  lapses  in 
control  and  minor  errors. 
However,  the 
communication  remains 
clear. 

Limited 

2 

Ideas  are  superficial  and 
oversimplified, 
demonstrating  a weak 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and  the 
topic.  Literary 
interpretations  are 
incomplete  and/or  literal. 

Support  is  often 
inappropriate  or  is  a 
restatement  of  what  was 
taught  or  read,  and/or 
may  be  repetitive, 
contradictory,  and/or 
lacking.  The  connection 
to  the  student’s  ideas  is 
vague  and/or  redundant. 

A discernible  but 
ineffectual  arrangement 
of  ideas  and/or  details 
provides  some  direction 
for  the  discussion  that 
does  not  conclude 
deliberately.  A unifying 
effect  and/or  controlling 
idea  is  not  maintained. 

Diction  is  imprecise 
and/or  inappropriate. 
Syntax  is  frequently 
awkward  and/or 
immature.  The  writing 
may  be  vague,  redundant, 
and/or  unclear. 

Inadequate  language 
choices  contribute  to 
a composition  with  an 
undisceming  or 
uncritical  voice. 

This  writing 
demonstrates  faltering 
control  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  The  range  of 
errors  blurs  the  clarity  of 
communication. 

Poor 

1 

Ideas  are  largely  absent, 
irrelevant,  and/or  do  not 
develop  the  topic.  Little 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and/or  the 
topic  is  demonstrated. 

Support  is  irrelevant, 
overgeneralized, 
and/or  lacking.  The 
support,  if  present,  is 
largely  unrelated  to  the 
student’s  attempted 
discussion. 

A haphazard  arrangement 
of  ideas  and/or  details 
provides  little  or  no 
direction  for  the 
discussion,  and  a 
conclusion  is  absent  or 
obscure.  A unifying  effect 
and/or  controlling  idea  is 
absent. 

Diction  is  overgeneralized 
and/or  inaccurate.  Syntax 
is  confused  and 
uncontrolled.  The  writing 
is  unclear.  Lack  of 
language  choices 
contributes  to  a confusing 
composition  with  an 
ineffective  voice. 

This  writing 
demonstrates  lack  of 
control  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  Jarring 
errors  impair 
communication. 
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COURSE  SURVEY  FOR  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  30-1 

(©  2003) 

After  you  have  completed  the  assignments  in  this  course,  please  fill  out  this  questionnaire  and  mail  it  to  the 
address  given  on  the  last  page.  This  course  is  designed  in  a new  distance  learning  format,  so  we  are  interested 
in  your  responses.  Your  constructive  comments  will  be  greatly  appreciated,  as  future  course  revisions  can  then 
incorporate  any  necessary  improvements. 

Name  Age  □ under  19  □ 19  to  40  □ over  40 

Address  File  No.  

Date  


Design 

1 .  This  course  contains  a series  of  Student  Module  Booklets.  Do  you  like  the  idea  of  separate  booklets? 


2.  Have  you  ever  enrolled  in  a correspondence  or  distance  learning  course  that  arrived  as  one  large  volume? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  which  style  do  you  prefer? 


3.  The  Student  Module  Booklets  contain  a variety  of  self-assessed  activities.  Did  you  find  it  helpful  to  be  able  to 
check  your  work  and  have  immediate  feedback? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  explain. 


4.  Were  the  questions  and  directions  easy  to  understand? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 
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5.  The  course  material  may  contain  some  enrichment  or  extra  help  activities.  Did  you  find  these  activities 
beneficial? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


6.  Did  you  understand  what  was  expected  in  the  Assignment  Booklets? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


7.  The  course  materials  were  designed  to  be  completed  by  students  working  independently  at  a distance.  Were 
you  always  aware  of  what  you  had  to  do? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  provide  details. 


8.  This  distance  learning  course  may  include  an  assortment  of  drawings,  photographs,  and  charts, 
a.  Did  you  find  the  visuals  in  this  course  helpful? 

□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 


b.  Did  you  find  the  variety  of  visuals  in  this  course  motivating? 
□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 
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9.  Some  activities  may  have  called  for  the  use  of  an  audiocassette,  videocassette,  or  CD.  Did  you  use  these 
forms  of  media? 

□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 


10.  The  Student  Module  Booklet  may  have  directed  you  to  work  with  your  teacher.  How  well  did  you  work  as  a 
team? 

Student’s  comments:  


Teacher’s  comments: 


Course  Content 

1.  Was  enough  detailed  information  provided  to  help  you  learn  the  expected  skills  and  objectives? 
□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 


2.  Did  you  find  the  workload  reasonable? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 
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3.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  the  reading  level? 


□ Yes 

□ No  Please  comment. 

4.  How  would  you  assess  your  general  reading  level? 

□ poor  reader  □ average  reader  □ good  reader 

5.  Was  the  material  presented  clearly  and  with  sufficient  depth? 


□ Yes 

□ No  If  no,  explain. 

General 

1 . What  did  you  like  least  about  the  course? 


2.  What  did  you  like  most  about  the  course? 


Additional  Comments 
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Only  students  enrolled  with  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  need  to  complete  the  remaining 
questions. 

1.  Did  you  contact  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  for  help  or  information  while  doing  your  course? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  approximately  how  many  times?  

Did  you  find  the  staff  helpful? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


2.  Were  you  able  to  fax  any  of  your  assignment  response  pages? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  comment  on  the  value  of  being  able  to  do  this. 


3.  If  you  mailed  your  assignment  response  pages,  how  long  did  it  take  for  their  return? 


4.  Was  the  feedback  you  received  from  your  correspondence  or  distance  learning  teacher  helpful? 
□ Yes  □ No  Please  comment. 


Thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  complete  this  questionnaire. 
Your  feedback  is  important  to  us.  Please  return  this 
questionnaire  to  the  address  on  the  right. 

If  you  are  enrolled  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre 
and  will  be  mailing  your  Assignment  Booklets  to  ADLC, 
you  may  return  this  questionnaire  with  the  final  Assignment 
Booklet  in  the  course. 


Learning  Technologies  Branch 
Box  4rxxj 
Barrhead,  Alberta 
T7N  1P4 
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